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very well and told Mr. McKay that they were glad I had not recognized
him then, as it would have led to bloodshed, and they would be content if the
recognition came when the reserve was settled. The young chief is an intelli-
gent, well disposed man, aged about twenty-six.

3rd. I would propose that the White Mud Indians, who live there con- ‘

stantly, should be recognized as a distinct band and should elect a Chief.

4th. I would recommend that the arrears due to Indians who have not yet
received their annuities, should be paid in full at once, but that a period of
two years should be fixed for those bona fide members of the band to come in
and be paid, and that after that they should only receive one year’s payment.
If these steps are taken, I think we shall have no more trouble with these
Indians.

In conclusion I have to express my obligations to the Hon. Mr. Mckay
for the valuable service3 he rendered me. The Indians told me they would
not have come into the Stone Fort Treaty but for him, and I know it was
the case.

I have the honor to be, etc.,

ALEXANDER MORRIS,

Lieut.-Governor.

GOVERNMENT HoOUSE,
Fort GARRY, MANITOBA, Sth July 1876,

To THE HONORABLE THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR.

S1r,—I have the honor to inform you that, in compliance with your request,
T left this on the 14th ult. with the view of proceeding to the Long Plain on
the Assiniboine, in order to, meet the Indians of the Portage Band, to
arrange the dispute with regard to the reserve, and to settle the outside pro-
mises. Mr. Graham, of the Indian Department, and Mr. Reid, P.L.S.,
also went there at my request, the one to act as paymaster, and the other, as
you wished, to survey the reserve. Owing to the prevalence of heavy rain
the roads were in so bad a condition that I was four days in reaching the
Long Plain, while we were also subjected to incovenience and expense by
the detention of the provisions, owing to the same cause. Added to my
other discomforts was the presence of mosquitoes in incredible numbers, so
that the journey and the sojourn at the Plain were anything but pleasurable.
I had taken the precaution to request Mr. Cummings, the interpreter, to
summon the White Mud Indians as well as Yellow Quill’s band, and those
who adhered to the Short Bear.

On my arrival at the Long Plains, which I accomplished on the 17th, T
found about five hundred Indians assembled, but camped in three separate
encampments. On arriving, I wassaluted by a few de jote. At the Port-
age, Mr. Graham had obtained some provisions, which he had sent forward
in carts. -
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