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Foreword

This issue of Facsimile deals with an important segment of
Canadian Studies, namely that of Acadia and Acadians. The
accompanying article, which we are pleased to publish, was
written by Dr. Muriel Roy, formerly Director of the Centre for
Acadian Studies at 1'Université de Moncton and a member of
C.I.H.M.'s Board of Directors since 1986; it was first presented
at a symposium on Canadian Studies held last summer, in
conjunction with the Learned Societies. //

The article underlines the central role whith  the
preservation of their historical record has played )in the
cultural survival of the Acadians. A younger generation of
Acadian scholars is applying new methodological techniqﬁes to the
existing source materials and at the same time seexing out a
broader range of documentation in all disciplines fl}. In the
case of the Acadians, their printed heritage is more.than Jjust a
record of their past. It has been the key to their cultural
identity. The printed record serves both to <relate Acadia's
turbulent history and to identify Acadians as a people. As
sociologist Marc Adélard Tremblay pointed out in 1962

"The history of the Deportation represents a powerful

instrument of identification; it directs present
generations towards a certain perception and understanding
of their past and, lastly, stresses the need for

survival."{2}



Today Acadians have moved beyond the survival stage. Over
the past quarter century they have taken giant steps forward and

though mindful of their past they are moving rapidly into modern
day society.

Acadia's printed record, prior to 1900, deals with the

central events in its history : the founding of the French
colony, the British conguest, the establishment of the Maritime
Provinces and Canada's early development. The Acadian experience
inspired writers in many different countries. A number of works
originated outside of Canada, some in the United States,
especially in New England and in Louisiana, others in England and
France. Few were written by Acadians themselves. Several

authors described the Deportation and the fate of the Acadians in
exile, and of those who returned to their native land which
would become the Maritime Provinces. Amongst these works there

is, of course, Longfellow's famous poem Evangeline. Successive
regimes left official accounts as did explorers and latter day
travellers. The works of Henri Casgrain, Arthur Buies and Thomas

Chandler Haliburton illustrate the variety of works relating to
life in Acadia.

To assemble all of the surviving works on Acadia into a
single comprehensive collection is not easy. If one considers
the fact that Acadia 1is not a country with clearly defined
frontiers and therefore doucs not possess an administrative
apparatus with a national archive and in view of the fact that
the printed records making up the core of any Acadiana collection
emanate from several countries, then it 1is remarkable today to
be able to find a number of significant collections of printed
Acadiana 1in existence. However, two large collections titled
Acadiana may be singled out, each with a basically, different
orientation. They are that of the Centre for Acadian Studies at
1'Université de Moncton and the Winthrop Pickard Bell collection
at Mount Allison University. The collection at the Centre for
Acadian Studies which will be described by Mme Roy in her article
attempts to cover all aspects of Acadian life. As Mme Roy will
point out, this collection is widely recognized for its scope as
well as its diversity {3}.

whereas the collection at the Centre for Acadian Studies
deals primarily with works relating specifically to the Acadians,
the descendants of the first European settlers in the area,
mostly of French origin, the original Mount Allison collection
focused on the Protestant settlements in those areas designated
as Acadia prior to the expulsion, from Nova Scotia to the State
of Maine.{4} The Bell Collection first came to Mount Allison as
a legacy from Mr. Bell in 1965 and consisted at the time of sone
1500 titles. Today Lhe collection has grown to over 7000 titles
(13,000 vol.) including 20th century materials. The catalogue to
the Bell Collection lists titles in a wide range of disciplines,
although most deal with historical subjects and English
literature. Furthermore, while most titles are in English, a
small proportion are in French {5}.



C.I.H.M. has attempted ever since its inception to reproduce
as many works as possible published in Canada before 1900 and to
include a representative selection of works published abroad. We
find, however, even after having filmed 56,000 monographs, that
omissions still turn up, and these will be 1included in future
updates to the microfiche collection of monographs. It is
especially difficult to quantify the amount of Acadiana in

C.I.H.M.'s collection because of the cross-disciplinary nature of
the subject.

One can, however, say with confidence that C.I.H.M.'s

microfiche collection, as presently constituted, gives
researchers access to the essential printed works in Acadian
studies. The Centre for Acadian Studies, among other
repositories, has in its possession works that will eventually
have to be microfilmed. In the meantime, those researchers

active in the field are fortunate to have at their disposal a

microfiche collection that bears witness to the richness of the
Acadian heritage.

Patrice T.andry

Patrice Landry, who is descended from an old Acadian family,
numbers among his ancestors the {founderx of 1'Evangéline,
Moncton's French language newspaper. He was for five years on
the staff of the C.I.H.M. and has since Jjoined the Reference
Department of the National Library of Canada.- Ed.
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Mount Allison University, 1973.

5- Ccatalogue, The Winthrop Pickard Bell Collection of Acadiana.

2nd ed. Sackville, N.B. Mount Allison University, 1987,
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Introduction

In answer to a request from the Canadian Institute {for
Historical Microreproductions, I should like to elaborate on the
importance of conserving Canada's printed heritage and speak
about the contribution which the Canadiana collection, now being
assembled by the Institute, will bring to research in Acadian
Studies.

For thosze unfamlliar with the Acadian fact, I will first provide
a brief  historical overview, explaining this unique component of
French Canadian culture within the demographic context of the
Maritimes. I shall then explain what is the Centre for Acadian
Studies (Centre d'études acadiennes) which has the mandate of
collecting and safeguarding Acadiana; this will allow me to
establish the link between the Centre's collection and C.T.H.M.'s
microform collection; and, then, I shall conclude with a critical
evaluation of the Institute's collection.



Historical Overview

The first European settlement in North America was established in
1604. This small French colony spread its roots along the
Atlantic coast to those areas which were eventually to become the
provinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. This territory was
called Acadia.

In all, some fifty founding families arriving from France took
permanent residence in Acadia in the seventeenth century, and
from these pioneers, a people developed. Families multiplied and
settlement spread along an expanding frontier. But the settlers
could not remain immune from the repercussions of the French and
English wars of that time and when, in 1755, a century and a half
after the tounding of Acadia, the expulsion of the Acadians
began, some thirteen thousand colonists were subjected to what
came to be known as "Le grand Dérangement" (The Great Upheaval).

The expulsion of the Acadians deprived them of their ancestral
lands which were soon occupied by others. Several hundreds of
the exiled eventually returned, or re-established themselves
elsewhere in the region, and today their descendants make up a
large portion of the ©population of the Maritimes. - In New
Brunswick, they represent more than a third of the population; in
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, approximately ten per cent.
In all the Maritimes, those of Acadian descent number about

300,000, while elsewhere in North America, in New England, in
Louisiana and Texas, there are an estimated three million people
descended from Acadian stock. They are one of the founding

peoples of our country.

Assimilation

The Acadians, as descendants of the original French settlers,
were successful over many generations in keeping their culture
and language intact. Over time, however, for 1lack of the
necessary infrastructure to support their economic, social and
cultural needs, in a predominantly English environment, many of
Acadian origin succumbed to assimilation. This predicament still
undermines the vitality of French speaking Acadians, wreaks havoc
with their sense of a separate idenlily wherever they live
alongside Anglophone majorities, as is the case in Nova Scotia,
Prince Edward Island and even New Brunswick, and is especially
troublesome in urban areas.

Institutional Resources
In order to counter the forces of assimilation, the Acadians,

particularly in New Brunswick, have been able over time and more
recently to create the nmeans 1likely to ensure their own



development and the advancement of their language and culture:
French speaking schools and universities, a Francophone press,
radio and television service, as well as separate financial
institutions and associations -~ a network of institutions
capahble of reinforcing the will to survive and to move ahead.
Among these institutional forces, the university plays a major
role.

Higher Education

In the Maritimes, two universities sexrve the needs of the
Francophone population. In south-western Nova Scotia, Saint Anne
University, a modest institution founded in the late nineteenth
century, is one of Canada's smallest universities : the number of
its students amounting to only a few hundred.
In New Brunswick, where more than eighty per

cent of Francophone Maritimers live, PO PRRA %
1'Université de Moncton offers French language @é%%%x%%&yg@k %E
post-secondary education. Considered a § - AR
medium-sized university, Moncton enrols w2 R ”\%§
annually some four thousand regular students ™ ";é
with as many move students enrolled 1in (NN 8§
continuing education programmes. L'Université ox gg
de Moncton comprises three campuses, each & )
situated in one of New Brunswick's most *j@ %
important. Francophone regions. There 1is a 3 B
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branch in Edmundston to serve the north-west
and another in Shippagan for the north-east,
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while the main campus, which houses five s
faculties as well as five professional Y
schools, is located in Moncton, in the south- &
east . One of the professional schools is a 3
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Law School, offering a Common Law Programme

entirely in French : something unique to and
in Canada.

While 1'Université de Moncton, as presently
constituted, is still a comparatively young
institution and 1is celebrating the twenty-
fifth anniversary of its founding this year, we should add that
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its origins go back to earlier times. The University as it
exists today 1is the result of the fusion of three classical
colleges : of Memramcook founded near Moncton in 1864, of

Caraquet founded in 1899 and of Edmundston founded as recently as
1947. These three classical colleges were the work of the
Fathers of the Holy Cross and of the Eudist congregations.

Acadian Documentary Heritage

It is from this historical and institutional context that I draw,
for my discussion of how the Canadian Institute for Historical
Microreproduction's collection can support university research in
Acadian history and literature. Because of the size and
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