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Western Canadiana

Forward

Among scholars of western Canada, few men have
greater claim to gratitude than Mr. Bruce Peel. His
Libliography of the Prairie Provinces, now in its second
edition, has a deserved reputation for thoroughness ana
reliability. A long-time bibliographer and 1library
administrator, Mr. Peel knows at first hand the precarious
condition of Canada's printed heritage. He played an active
role in the founding of the National Library of Canada, and
in the 1950's he was involved with the Canadian Library
Association project to microfilm early Canadian newspapers,
an interest in preservation which he carried over to the
Canadian Institute for Historical Microreproductions,
serving as a director tfor seven years. This issue of
Facsimile is devoted, firstly, to Mr. Peel's short article
on the preservation of Canadiana.




The earliest collector of western
canadiana of any importance was the Honorable
Archer Martin, a colorful and irascible Irishman,
who in later life became Chief Justice of British
Columbia. It was to finance a trip to the Delhi
Durbar in 1911 that induced Martin to sell his
books to the Provincial Archives of British
Columbia. Five percent of the titles in CIHM's
microfiche <collection of Pre-1901 Canadiana come
from the Library of the British Columbia
Archives, making it the sixth most important
source for titles, after the National Library and
the National Archives of Canada, the Seminary of
Quebec, the University of Western Ontario and the
Metropolitan Toronto Public Library. The
remainder of this issue of Facsimile takes the
form of a tribute to Judge Martin, whose industry
and foresight 1laid the foundations of a great
collection.

Robert Montague
November 1987



A Bibliographer Remembers

A nation, it seems to me, 1reaches cultural
maturity when it seeks to gain bibliographical control of
its literature, and to make provision for the preservation
of copies of even the most insignificant of titles. Canada
was a latecomer in these processes, and one can remember,
from forty years ago, the rallying cry of the newly formed
Canadian Library Association, "Every civilized country
except Canada and Siam has a national library". In 1950,
even before the National Lihrary was organized, the Canadian
Bibliographic Center was set up. This agency as its first
task filmed the card catalogues of major libraries across
Canada, a census of our book holdings, and the basis of our
National Union Catalogue. A year later the Center began
publication of Canadiana, listing our current publications.

It we had gained bibliographic control,
preservation was still at risk. Canadians were made aware
of this on August 4, 1952 with the fire in the Library of
Parliament. The fire burned for ten hours, during which

time 200,000 gallons of water cascaded down on the
collection. Many of the books damaged were Canadian

imprints collected over the decades. Fortunately most were
salvaged by a drying process. .

Probably tewer copies of early Canadian
publications are extant than of national literatures of
older countries, and this for two reasons. Canadian press
runs were usually small, and there were fewer libraries in
existence. These factors indicate the 1importance of the

CIHM programme to search out and copy 19th century titles,
and to make microfiche copies available to major libraries
across the country. with Father Time striding rapidly
toward the year 2000 A.D., it is to be hoped that financial
resources will be found to enable the programme now to move
into the early years of the 20th century.



As a prelude to a testimonial
of the value of the CIHM programme, this

writer can claim to have had an
interest in 1regional bibliography for
two-score years. On three occasions he

has had the conceit to go to press on
the assumption that he had completed the
definitive pre-1953 bibliography of the

prairies. But antiquarian book dealers,
and people of that ilk, find titles "not
in Peel'. 1In my personal file of titles

corralled for branding in a possible
supplement are approximately a hundred
strays found in the 1latest set of CIHM
microfiche catalogues.

One CIHM £find that gave me
pleasure was No. 15929, Fred Swire's
poem describing the experiences of the
third military expedition in travelling
the Dawson Route to Red River. Having
done extensive research on early
printing in the Red River Settlement and
Winnipeg, I was pleased to find a new
title. Five hundred copies of the poem
were printed as a broadside in October
1872 and made available 1in barracks to
the members of the expedition.
Unfortunately CIHM did not find an
original, but only a newspaper account.

The availability of complete

texts on CIHM microfiche will be
invaluable to book collectors and
librarians, enabling them to check their
copies to see 1if these are other
editions or wvariants. For instance,
many early immigration pamphlets present
a problem of bibliographical
identification because the producers of
these were more interested in

advertizing by the use of a catchy title
than in adhering strictly to the
principle of a proper title page.
Bibliographers and catalogers sometimes
cite the title on the cover, sometimes
that on a questionable title page. Only
by examining the text <can a proper
identification be made.



Although I have searched diligently for years in Canada
and abroad, about four dozen immigration pamphlets {mostly in
foreign 1langquages) have eluded me (See Bibliogqraphy of the
Prairie Provinces, pp. 552-53]. I very much doubt that copies
have survived. When visiting European libraries I found that
World War II aerial bombing had destroyed Canadian material in
two libraries. In the Bavarian State Library in Munich I asked
tor four dozen titles listed in the card catalogue, titles with a
promise of Canadian content. One half of the request slips were
returned with a circled X, the symbol for "Destroyed by bombs'.
Later, in London I wvisited the Royal Commonwealth Society's
library; the 1932 printed library catalogue had listed a number
of pre-1914 promotional pamphlets issued by prairie towns with
delusions of future grandeur. Some of these were especially
interesting to me because I had not located copies in Canada.
Now I found that the Canadian section of the Commonwealth library
had suffered a direct bomb hit during the Battle of Britain; the
titles I wished to examine had ceased to exist.

All power to CIHM in its preservation and distribution
programme.

Bruce Peel
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Archer Martin (l)“
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Wwhen Archer Martin retired as Chief Justice of
the British Columbia Court of Appeal in May 1940, he
told a banquet in his honor, "It seems that I am looked
upon as an institution, as a link with the past." For
forty-six years he had been a member of the British
Columbia bar and played an active role in the growth of
western Canada. His duties had taken him to nearly
every part of the province of British Columbia,
including in the early days to the Caribou district,
where he had become, out of necessity, something of an
authority on the mining disputes which arose between
ranchers and mining companies. In 1900, he acted as a
special commissioner to settle c¢laims from mining

companies, arising out of the Alaska boundary
dispute.(2)

A bibliophile and author, he wrote chiefly on
legal matters, "The Hudson's Bay Company's Land Tenures"

and "Martin's mining and water cases", but also on
genealogy, being inordinately proud of his Irish
ancestry. He had an elaborate genealogy of the Martins

of Ballinahinch Castle in County Galway, Ireland,
printed up in Winnipeg 1in 1890 and was still flogging
unsold copies to English and American booksellers
fifteen years later. He advertised it as "an unusually
full genealogy of this well-known family, an account of
whose misfortunes form one of the most interesting
chapters of Burke's "Vicissitudes of {Irish]
Families". (3)



His 1Irish ancestry provides a
clue to his own prickly and difficult
nature. His great-grandfather Richard
Martin, was an eighteenth century Irish
gentleman, the owner of 200,000 acres of
wild and rugged countryside in western
Connaught. His estate, extending for
thirty miles, or so we are told, from his
castle at Ballinahinch, was the largest,
if not the most productive, in Ireland.
A member of the Irish and later British
Parliament from 1776 to 1827, Richard
Martin had been a friend of the Princc uf
Wales and a member of the fashionable
world. Widely known for his 1love of
animals, he had been given the popular

nick-name of "Humanity Dick", a title
which the Prince of Wales altered to
"Hairtrigger Dick" in view of his equal

readiness at duelling. Martin helped to
tound the Royal Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and was a popular and

benevolent Irish 1landlord. His successors included an
officer in Wellington's Peninsular Army, a "Princess of
Connemara", numerous barristers in Canada as well as

Ireland, and a High Sheriff of Haldimand County, Ontario,
in Victorian times, but the estates were lost to creditors
during the Irish famine of the 1840's.

Archer Martin liked to cultivate an frish mystique.
He called his house 1in Victoria, "Ballinahinch", after his
great-grandfather's castle in County Galway and used the
same name on his book-—-plates. The son of a barrister,
Archer Martin was the second generation of his family to be
born in Canada. He was educated in Ontario and in Belgium.
He was called to the bar of Manitoba in 1887 and to the bar

of British Columbia in 1894. He was appointed to the bench
in 1898.(5)
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Quixotic and irascible, Martin was a throw-back to
his duelling ancestor, by turns open-handed and intemperate.
He was a man of Napoleonic self-assurance, an admirable
guality perhaps in a judge, but irksome in a friend. A man
of enthusiasms, he collected western Canadiana with gusto
for twenty years and stopped abruptly in 1911. Phileas
Gagnon had, Martin thought, the largest private collection
of Canadiana in Edwardian Canada. "In my opinion", he told
Henry Stevens, the English bookseller on 19 March 1903, "his
library is the largest on Canadiana in general, but it does
not particularly relate to Western Canada...my own library
s0 far as Western Canada is concerned is 1 have good grounds
tor thinking, far the best in Canada".(6)

An undated catalogue of his library survives in
manuscript. It lists approximately 1500 titles, including
log books, pamphlets and maps and may be an inventory
prepared by the staff of the Legislative Library when the
collection came into public ownership. The catalogue
reveals a collector of discrimination and taste. He bought
only those books which related "to the North West Coast of
America, North of the Columbia River... [and to] Canada West
of Lake superioer ™., (7) A bibliographer of exacting
standards, he collated his purchases himself and
peremptorily sent back whatever was not up to the mark,
often accompanying 1its return with a brusque note of
refusal. "I regret that you have sent me a copy of Meare's
Voyages because it is not a good one", he replied to an



English bookse ller 'n July,
1904. "If you reter to my
letter of the 12th March you
will see that I was careful to
say that I only wanted it"
provided this is a tall copy
with good margins and in a good

state generally." 1 find on
examining the copy that it in
no way comes up to this

condition, and I should not
care to put it on the shelves

of my library."(8) Importunate
creditors came in for stronger
treatment. "1 am in receipt of

your discreditable letter of
the 28th December", he told the
American firm of Charles
Scribner's Sons on 4 January
1909,"relating to an lmaginary
balance of a disputed account
which was dispozed of more than
eleven years ago. A tirm of
your supposed standing should
be ashamed to send out such
low-class and abusive letters,
which in this country are
looked upon as blackmail, and
treated as such when they come
before the Courts."(9)

Martin dealt mostly
with three English booksellers:
Mr. Francis Edwards of the High
Street, Marylebone, London,
Henry Stevens, Son & Stiles of
Great Russell Street, and the
Museum Bookstore in Bloomsbury,
though rarely at the same time.
He would £favor one bookseller

almost exclusively with his
custom for a while, then stop
abruptly. Business

relationships were certain to
come to grief, if he was forced
to make an unscheduled trip to
pick-up wunsolicited parcels at

the local post-office or,
worse, the customs house.
American suppliers were not

encouraged, perhaps because of
customs difficulties, but more
likely because they rarely
stocked what interested him,
and in any case, he was
vigorously anti-American. He

thought or nimself as British
and belonging to a great
Empire. " This "American
Cousins" nonsense is very

distasteful to the people of
Carada and 1 for one shall not
in any way support any paper
which indulges in mischievous
platitudes of that kind", he
complained to a Canadian
newspaper manager.(10)

Martin's collection
ot ‘western Canadiana is
unsurpassed from a qualitative
standpoint. He was widely
read, had an intimate knowledge
of his chosen specialty, and
often sought out the help of
early settlers or Hudson's Bay
Commissioners to track down a
name or date an event. He
supported local efforts to
found 1literary and historical

societies, encouraged the
growth % the Provincial
Archlves {11), and remained

intellectuslly active to the
end ot his days, lecturing to
the annual convention of the
Canadian Authors' Association a
week before his death on 1

September 1941.(12) To his
acumen and curiosity, we owe a
great debt. It was he who

first laid out the money for
Cook's voyages, for Dalrymple's
account of Nootka Sound and for
Otto von Kotzebue's travels to
the Bering Sea; all of which
CIHM has filmed. The important
voyages of discovery in the
north Pacific are all well
represented in his library as
are books on the early days of
settlement.












