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C.I.LH.M.

NEWS

ocks should be the living memory of a nation. They should
preserve a nation's lost history, protect it from distortion,
and pass it on, in-tact to each succeeding generation. But
in Canada, as in many developed countries with a colonial

past, readers who want access to that memory often have to
travel abroad.

ﬂ Grateful acknowledgement is made to the Music Division of the National Library of Canada
for permission to reproduce materials for the cover.
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C.I.H.M.: Its Origins and Purpose

The staple products of early Canadian printing were newspapers,
almanacs, legal and legislative materials, handbills, and reli-
gious publications for which there was a modest but dependable
local market, rather than works of imagination or research which
were usually imported from England or America. Moreover, the trend
was to continue, albeit in varying degrees, for much of the nine-
teenth century. Because a disproportionately high percentage

of early Canadiana was published abroad, and because much of it

has never been repatriated, any attempt to reconstruct the Ca-

nadian past will always inveolve heavy reliance on foreign repo-
sitories.



The rewakening in Canada of a long dormant nationalist movement
in the 1960s sharpened cultural sensibilities just as librarians
were beginning to recognize the tide of decay that was threate-
ning to overwhelm existing collections. The strong regional
basis of Canadian publishing, where no one town, at least in the
nineteenth century, had enjoyed the national pre-eminence of
London or New York, had given rise in turn to strong regional col-
lections of Canadiana, instead of to a single national collection
of overwhelming size ar importance on the scale of the Library of
Congress or the British Library. While the dispersed and uneven
nature of Canadiana collections had hampered research, it had

not saved the books themselves from progressive deterioration.
The natural processes of decay brought on by atmospheric and
other causes, as well as wear and tear at the hands of a growing

number of readers, was putting printed Canadiana in all parts of
the country at risk.
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It was to solve these problems of preservation and access that
the Canadian Institute for Historical Microreproductions was
founded in 1978. A Consultative Group, which had been conve-
ned by the Canada Council a year earlier to report on the most
pressing problems facing university libraries, had drawn atten-
tion to a major weakness in librarv holdinas of seventeenth,
eighteenth, nineteenth, and early twentieth century printed Ca-
nadiana. The Group had cautioned that even in those regions of
the country boasting collections of Canadiana, long-term access
could not be guaranteed because the materials were rapidly de-
teriorating through natural aging processes and through heavy
use. In reporting its recommendations, the Group, under the
chairmanship of Dr. Hans M8ller, commented:

One striking and, to us, important characteristic of
research collections in universities across the country
which immediately came to light was their weakness in
Canadian materials. Collections of Canadiana are poor
at most libraries and incomplete overall. A great

deal of Canadiana is not preserved anywhere within

the country. (1 :

On the matter of conservation, the Report went on:

Not only is it difficult to obtain access to Canadi-
ana, but books are rapidly deteriorating...We are
faced with the alarming prospect that students in fu-
ture generations will have very little early Canadian
material to study, unless some large and constructive
measures are taken immediately.(2

The Canada Council, acting quickly and decisively on the Group's
recommendations established the Institute on January 17, 1978,
as an independent, non-profit corporation. The Council endowed
it with two million dollars and, in a contract dated March 15,
1978, set forth in general terms the Institute's aims and ob-
jectives. The Institute was?



- to improve access to printed Canadiana already in
the country

- to make Canadiana not now in Canada available to Ca-
nadian researchers

- to make rare and scarce Canadiana more widely availa-

ble

- to bring together fragmented collections of Canadiana
and

- to ensure the preservation of Canadiana in Canada and
elsewhere.
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Progress to Date
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There have been many projects in
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the past that have set out to pre-
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serve the printed word on microfilm.
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What is unique about the Institute
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is the boldness of its mandate : to
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make a nation's entire printed he-
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ritage available on microfiche. To
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date, over thirty-eight thousand
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titles have been filmed on 80,242
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microfiche. The pre-1900 monograph
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phase (including books, pamphlets,
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broadsides, advertising circulars,
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sheet music, playbills, and theatre
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programmes) is expected to be com-

pleted in 1988, by which time we
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will already have begun work on
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filming pre-1900 serials.
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There are two main reasons why it has taken so long to complete
the original mandate of the Canada Council. Firstly, the Ins-
titute has had to create an authoritative listing of pre-1900
Canadiana concurrently with its filming operations, and as such,
it has had to divert resources to bibliographic surveys in all
parts of the country, as well as abroad. And secondly, in res-
ponse to pressure from subscribers it has had to provide cata-
loguing support for the entire microfiche collection. The ori-
ginal intention had been to produce a short-title catalogue in
which truncated entries served to identify, in the briefest pos-
sible fashion, the titles in the collection. This policy, when
announced, evoked sharp protest among major research libraries
in Canada. It was their experience that large microform col-
lections, distributed without full cataloguing support, were
rarely used to their potential.
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Cataloguing Products

The Institute makes its cataloguing available on magnetic tape
in the CAN-MARC format. Tapes are available in seven or nine
track, 800 or 1600 bpi in ASCII code. To ensure the widest
possible distribution of the data, the Institute maintains a
file within the University of Toronto Library Automation Sys-
tems (UTLAS). The complete records, as supplied by the Ins-
titute, are available from UTLAS. Also, through the Insti-
tute's agent in the United States, University Microfilms In-
ternational, the bibliographic data is entered into the On-

Line Computer Library Center (OCLC) .

The Institute publishes a catalogue on COM(42:1 reduction) en-
titled Canada The Printed Record: A Bibliographic Register

with Indexes/Catalogue d'imprimés canadiens: Répertoire bibli-

ographique avec index. The catalogue is made available in a

binder format and is comprised of two parts: a Register, re-
producing in a computer-generated numerical sequence the com-
plete entries; and the following seven Indexes:

Index A: Authors/Titles/Series

Index B: English Subject Headings
Index C: French Subject Headings
Index D: Dewey Decimal Classification
Index E: Place of Publication

Index F: Date of Publication

Index G: CIHM Series Number

Upon the completion of the project, the Register of between fifty

thousand and fifty-five thousand entries will be supported by
over four hundred thousand points of access.
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A Sense of Accomplishment

Of the hundreds of letters written in support of C.I.H.M. and
its programme, two might be selected as telling examples. Writi
from the Université& de Montréal on February 4, 1983, Professor
Frangois-Marc Gagnon captured the essential points in a few me-

morable phrases:

"Up to now I had heard of the kind of services the
Institut was able to provide, now I know : they are
incredibly good and important. They should have a
profound impact on the development of History in Canada
and on Canadian History. The access to primary sources
makes the big change. It is the possibility to have in
a file box the equivalent of a whole library and of a
library undreamed of before in Canada. I use to say
after having visited the great American Libraries (The
John Carter Brown, the Huntington Library, the Library
of Congress, etc) and Libraries like the B.N. in Paris,
that we lived here in Timbouktou in terms of research.
But it seems to me that due to your Institut this is no
more true".



while Mr. Peel, formerly chief librarian at the University of

Alberta and well-known bibliographer, managed to convey a sense

of immediacy:

"In recent weeks I have been checking the microfiche
catalogue of the Institute and have found some six do-
zen titles relating to the Prairies, titles which were
new to me. As the Institute's filming programme conti-
nues, I will undoubtedly find additional titles. While
the number may not sound spectacular, to one who has
spent thirty-six years on the look-out for Prairie pam-
phlets the thoroughness of the Institute's staff is
impressive. In my opinion the pamphlets they have fer-
reted out must be extremely rare, perhaps the last sur-
viving copy of each". (4)

Finances and Marketing

Revenue to cover costs is coming from four main sources: soe-
cial grants - in - aid, contracts with the National Library,
investment income and sales. The National Library has leﬁt
substantial support by providing space and technical training,
as well as by buying information on early publications for its
retrospective bibliography. Thirty research libraries have
helped by subscribing to the entire collection. By acting ecnl-

lectively, they have made it possible for all of them to acquire
a catalogued collection at bargain prices. We also provide

a title-by-title marketing service for the general public. Out-
side of Canada our products are sold by University Microfilms
International, which produces from time to time lists by dis-

ciplines or subject areas for those who are interested in buying
only in specific fields of interest.



o : N \.'
Implicit in the very existence of the Institute is the idea of iy
public recognition of the significance of the Canadian printed !l%
heritage, of the need to preserve it, and of the necessity to ‘ ?
provide greater opportunities for its utilization. Coincidental ;
with a period of rising cultural expectations has come a time %
of severe economic recession in Canada, forcing universities P! 1
and colleges across the country to restrict funds for research, A &
to cut back on the soaring costs of staffing and maintaining li- Qi3

braries, and to look to innovative ideas to narrow the gap bet-
ween economic reality and the legitimate needs of schblars.

One of the most practical benefits arising from the project

is that scholars will be able to consult more than fifty thou-

v

sand Canadiana titles without travelling further afield than

h

the nearest large research library. By participating in the
project, institutions make their holdings of printed Canadiana

not only better known, but also accessible to an international

clientele. 2l1ll who use the collection in the future will be

their beneficiaries.
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Here is your Hat,
What is your Hurry?
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Footnotes

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

University Research Libraries : Report of the Consultative
Group on University Research Libraries (Ottawa: The
Canada Council, 1978), p. 1.

Ibid., p. 25.

Francois-Marc Gagnon to E.B. Ingles, February 4, 1983
(unpublished letter).

Bruce Peel to Hon. Francis Fox, November 8, 1983
(copy of unpublished letter).



This newsletter is designed
to record the Institute's
activities and progress so B
that those who are inte- Sb
rested in its programme can

be kept informed. It is o

circulated free of charge |
to all those who support the [
project. 3
<A

Forthcoming issues will be
ning in- ¥
devoted to explaining 1in ¥
ternal policies and proce- %

—
Jun

dures, selection criteria
and bibliographic standards
while also incorporating
word-portraits of the ma-
jor Canadiana collections
which have been surveyed

at home and abroad.
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Late Actions
o - QF THE
French at Canada,

The Manner of their being Repulsd,by

His Excellency, Benjamin Fletcher, Their
Majefties Governour of New-York.

Inspartially Related by Coll. Nicholas Reyard, and Liex-

renant  Coll. Charles Lodowick, who attended His ,
Excellency, during the whole Expedition. g
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To which is added, .

. An Account of the prefent State and Strength of Canada,
given by Two Dutch Men, who have been a long Time Pris
toners there, and now made their Efcape. s

I The Examination of a French Prifoner.

Il His Excellency Benjamin Fletcher's speech to the Indians.

IV. An Addrefs from the Corporation of Albany, to His Excellen-
cy, Returning Thanks for His Exccllency’s early Afictance for
their Relief. ,

Licenlep, Sept. 1rth. 1695, €Wty Euvkif) \+
London, Printed for Richard Baldwin, in WWarwick-Lane, 10y N
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